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SOIL MAP USED TO GROUP SIMILAR
SOILS INTO "LAND USE CLASSES"
Selection of areas for initial treatment
is basic to economic development of blocks
in the West Midlands. Obviously, it is
best to develop large areas of the most
productive "land use classes" first in order
to obtain the highest and earliest returns
on capital. The use of areas of poorer soils
raises initial development costs and prolongs the period before the land produces
a profit.
Lands Department soil maps, together
with advice from local officers of the
Department of Agriculture, can be used to
define the agricultural potential of various
farm areas. Soil types with similar
potential are then grouped into land use
classes. Clearing and development should
then be planned so that large areas of the
better soil types are brought into production first.
The map on this page shows how one
block owner has related soil types to land
use classes. It is intended that development will begin with 400 acres of Dg2
soil in the centre section.
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